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Oneofthemajorcommanémemsonlheholidayofl’esachiscommunimﬁngthesmryoﬂhe
exodus. Communication is the key to understanding the whole Pesach seder. The Pesach
seder is arranged in a question and answer format. ’Ehequesﬁons,exceptfordmﬁrxrfqn
askedbythechildren,arenotgivemjustﬂnanswersaregivem If you can figure out the
qnes&on,thenyoumunﬂermndtheeextinfmmefyou.

Omoftkemgediesofmodcmkwishhiswrywnsthmthegeaemﬁonswﬂdwbnger
communicate. Yes, the younger generation attended the seder, but they, like the wicked son,
many times mocked it and could hardly wait for the food. In the Yiddish literature of a
hnndredyeatxa@;memdiﬁonsofourpenplcwmﬂmumm‘beinelcvm Rabbis were
always depicted as old and decrepit and synagogues as atways broken dow and dirty. The
younger generation did-not share their way of looking at the world. The traditional Jewish
picture of the world was-G-d-centered and family-centered, but the modern world was
individual-centered, personal goal-centered, and it revolved around tasting all the newest

inventions.

Things, though, have changex. Because of the new science, religion has once again come
into intetiectuat respectability. G-d-can still act in the world without even seeming to act.
The Van Heisenberg Principle postulated that man; by his very act of observing something,
changes-it, that there are limited to knewledge. The black holes, by their very nature, say
there is-a limit to knowledge. Based on Quantum Mechanics, we now know that scientific

laws are probabilities and G-d can act. Cause and effect no longer reign supreme.
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Communication is the key to understanding the seder. It is now possible to communicate one
generation to another. The rabbis teachr us that the whole story of our stavery in Egypt was
caused because of a failure in communication. In the- Haggadah, we learn that, "Hewgut
down to Egypt compelled by G-d's decree,” they explain in English, but actually the word
"G-d" does not appear here. What the text states is they were compelled by the word. What
does it mean they were compelled by the word? The rabbis teach us that the reason the
Jewish people were enslaved in Egypt was because of the way that Sarah treated Haggar.
The communication between them was ugly and bad. Haggar even had to flee when she was
pregnant,. Communication is vital if the Jewish people are to survive. One generation has to

communicate to-the other.

We all know that at the Pesach seder you cannot have any leavened material. If you haye
bread at the seder, then the seder is not a kosher seder. It will not accomplish what a seder
is supposed to accomplish, which is to communicate the tradition to the next generation.so
that they will want to continue to be Jews. The rabbis tetl us that it is essential that we
remove the chometz if we are to have a good seder. The rabbis tell us that unless we remove
the chometz, we will not be able to-communicate- to our children or to each other. They tell
us that there are four stages in removing the chometz, that in order to have good
communication, we must first make a brocha before we search for the chometz; then we have
to have bedika, search for the chometz; then we have to beitel, nullify the chometz; and

finally we have to biur, remove the chametz. The number four predominates throughout the
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seder, and the number four telts-us what is essential if we are to communicate.

The students of the Chofetz Chayim say that when he used to say the declaration after the
search for chometz, he would cry. The students said, "Why are you crying? It's only a
legal formula.” He answered them by saying that Kol Nidre is only a legal formula, t00.
What is chometz? Chometz is basically matzah filled with hot air. ﬁu's what bread is.
Bread is full of hot air. The Chofetz Chayim knew that when you remove the chometz, you

are also improving. your personality so you witl be able to communicate.

The first thing we must all do if we-want to-communicate is to realize that to communicate
with another human being is a blessing, that you grow and become better human beings by
communicating with otber human beings. There are certain people who feel that they are

self-contained. They do not need anybody, and they do not need anybody’s advice. They

know everything. The story is told that George Bernard Shaw once sat next to a person like
that. He said to the man, "You know everything in the world exceptone thing." The man
asked what the one thing was. George Bernard Shaw reptied, "You are a bore.” You first

have to feel that communication is worthwhile and it is-a two-way street.

Secondly, you have to know what people want. There are actually two different levels-of
communication. Many people communicate because they want advice. Other people

communicate because they want to confirmation of their feelings. There is the gift of advice




image4.png
FIRST DAY PASSOVER 1997
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

and the gift of understanding. We are not just composed of a mind. We are also comd
of feelings, and many times we want to have our feelings confirmed. We do not want to be
told what to do. Generally, although there is much overlapping, women eommunieateito
confirm their feelings, while men communicate to gain advice. I remember a few years ago
a young couple came to-my office after having a terrible fight, The woman had terrible scars
on her hand. She said to her husband, "Honey, these scars are bothering me.” He said,
"Well, why don't you go to a plastic surgeon?" She immediately broke down and cried.. She
did not want advice. She just wanted to be told that her husband still loved her in spite-of

her scars. Many times we need just to talk out our fears and our hopes.

That's why it is-so impertant that our children participate in the seder, a seder in which just
not-ideas are talked about but feelings are expressed and emotions.are allowed. That's why
we do not just talk about slavery but we reenact it. All the special foods and special acts are
meant to give a child an emotional experience. If we want to communicate, we bave. to
know wherr to communicate advice and when to communicate understanding. We have:to

search carefully.

Next we have to bittel, which means we have to diminish, to a certain extent, our ego: We
have to realize that other people have feclings and ideas and fears. Many times, especially
vis a vis our children, we feel that only we, since we are adults, have fears or ideas or

worthwhile emotions, and we pooh poch our children's questions or fears or loves. WE also
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have to be willing to admit when we are wrong. That takes a diminution of ouregos. When
people communicate to us, we have to be willing to say we made a mistake. Even vis a vis
your children, you have to admit that sometimes you made a mistake and reverse- your
decision. I you do not, they will not obey your decisions anyway and will do what they
want. If they think you are fair and may change your decision, they will communicate with
you. Nine times out of ten you will be right, but they know you are fair and if they do. make
a case you will change your mind. There are some people who can never admit they are
wrong, and you always have to work around thenr so that even when decisions-are reversed,
you make it appear that they have not been.

Finaily, you have to-biur, remove the chometz. You have to change after you admit you are
wrong. Many times people admit they are wrong, but they do not change. Who wangfo
communicate with them? What good does it do even trying to talk to them if even after they
admit they are wrong they do not change? The Chofetz Chayim knew how. important
communication is. He knew that all of us are fitled withr a lot of hot air which' stops us from
commuanicating. Unless we learn- to-communicate- with- alt our children and with each other,

Judaism cannot continue.

That's why we talk about the four different types of children. It is only through
communication, especially from one. generation to. another, that Judaism will be able to
thrive. We have to temove the chometz if we are going to have a good seder, and we have
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to always know how to commmunicate.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a young man whe just went off to college. He
came home after a few months and his father asked, "Do you like college?” He said, "Yes,
it's good.” His. father then asked, "How is the dormitory?” The son said, "I's good.” The
father then asked, "How is the food?” The son replied, "It's good.™ The father asked,
"How are your teachers?” The son said, "Good." The father asked, "How was the football
team this year?" The son said, “Good.” The father then asked, "What are you going to
major in?" and the son replied, "Communication.” We alt know that that sonr had a lot.to
leam about how to- communicate, and it is our responsibility to draw our children out, to let
them communicate with us by allowing them to-tell us their fears and hopes and dreams and
failures as well as successes, Let us hope we will all be able to communicate to-our children
so that Judaism will last forever until the Mashiach comes quickly in our day. Amen.




